
The India-Oxford Initiative (IndOx) was established in 2018 as a unique new platform to enrich the study of India. IndOx 
promotes innovative, multi- and inter-disciplinary research, and facilitates and sustains academic collaborations and 
partnerships between individuals and institutions in India and academics and researchers at University of Oxford. IndOx 
also provides grants for research, academic visits and research travel; offers support to current on-course students with 
their research; organises and sponsors events and activities to bring together researchers from India and Oxford; and 
has developed an online searchable database of researchers at Oxford working on India across all academic disciplines, 
with a view to promoting collaborations and multi-disciplinary research. In this way, IndOx acts as a hub to coordinate, 
support, and fund India-related activities across the University and serves as a contact point for potential external 
partners. Through various events and activities, the website, and other forms of online and offline communication, 
IndOx highlights and showcases exciting and important research done by our academics, researchers and students, as 
well as by our Indian colleagues and partners. www.india.ox.ac.uk 

 

The University of Oxford and India 

The University of Oxford’s relationship with India is a long and rich one. Oxford’s connections with India have enriched 
the University’s intellectual heritage and added to India’s own matchless history of learning. 

In addition to the many Indian public figures who have been students at Oxford, 
including more than one prime minister, the University has also benefited from 
the services of faculty as distinguished as Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan (former 
Spalding Professor of Eastern Religions and Ethics), who went on to become 
India’s second President. 

Oxford’s international research, whether on a large or small scale, has a major 
impact in addressing pressing developmental challenges. This is evident in the 
research the University conducts in and on India, such as:  

• research in the medical sciences on the COVID-19 vaccine; 

• the SMART Health project focusing on antenatal and prenatal care in India;  

• the development of a Breathing-powered Prosthetic Hand for LMICs; 

• work by the Infectious Diseases Data Observatory (IDDO) to improve 
outcomes for patients with infectious diseases; 

• engaging school children in India in astronomy research through the Global Jet Watch Project;  

• the ‘Young Lives’ project which has influenced Indian policy around child marriages; 

• research at the Said Business School on policing reforms that aim to improve women’s security in India; 

• the ‘Future of Cooling’ project which investigates environmentally sustainable cooling for all. 

In addition, the collection of original manuscripts and published sources for the study of India, housed in the 
University’s Bodleian Library, remains the most important collection in any of the world’s universities.  

India is currently Oxford’s 5th largest source of international students and 5th largest source of international academic, 
research, and support staff. There are several ongoing India-focused research and teaching initiatives at Oxford, and a 

Our vision 
• Develop collaborations with Indian academics, institutions and organisations with the aim to promote 

outstanding teaching and research, and establish productive long-term relationships. 
• Build a cohesive network of Oxford-based researchers, working in equitable partnerships with colleagues in the 

Indian subcontinent; 
• Offer on-course support to students from India and those doing research on India to enrich the wealth of 

research being undertaken; 
• Access funding to offer scholarships and ensure no potential Indian student is deterred from coming to Oxford 

by financial barriers; 
• Support academic staff, particularly early career researchers, working on India, to achieve research excellence; 
• Support the dissemination of the output of our research and our collaborative work to diverse audiences and 

stakeholders beyond academia for the benefit of the wider community. 

The Global Jet Watch school observatory in rural 
southern India, a University of Oxford project 

linking professional astronomers with 
schoolchildren around the world 

http://www.india.ox.ac.uk/


broad range of collaborations exist. IndOx supports these by functioning as 
a ‘single window’ that facilitates comprehensive information on all India-
related academic work at Oxford, strengthening the University’s 
engagement with India.  

IndOx Governance and Activities 

The initiative is participatory in nature, inviting engagement from 
colleagues across the University, and is led by the members of the IndOx 
Strategy and Executive Boards. The Strategy Board is comprised of a 
representative group of established academics from across the University, 
including the Colleges, as well as representatives from the University’s 
Central Administration and the student body (See Appendix 1 for Board 
member profiles). 

Between 2019 and 2021, with support from the Global Challenges Research Fund, IndOx financially supported 20 
doctoral students, organised five international webinars, and funded six multi-disciplinary thematic workshops and two 
cross-divisional multi-disciplinary collaborative projects. These included, among others:  

• a workshop on gender inequality and underpinned by Sustainable Development Goal 5, as well as a follow-up 
workshop looking at sustainable development and reducing inequalities in India more broadly 

• two interdisciplinary workshops on engaging with heritage in primary school teaching  

• a workshop on the production and use of Green Ammonia in India  

• and a collaborative project exploring how centuries of coexistence between humans and other animals like dogs and 
kites have tied urban ecology of commensals with religiously founded patronage and ritual animal feeding by people.  

These all had a diverse representation from across several departments at Oxford, and also from researchers and 
cultural collaborators in India. 

Funded between 2021-23 by the Oxford Martin School, IndOx continues to convene events (webinars and workshops) 
and to support students and research where our funds allow. 

 

IndOx also hosts a comprehensive online searchable database (accessible at www.india.ox.ac.uk) of India-focussed 
Oxford researchers and academics, or those working in partnership with colleagues in India, to encourage and facilitate 
new and further collaboration and partnerships with colleagues and institutions in India with a positive impact.  

So far, since January 2022, through the provision of small grants, IndOx has supported 32 students, researchers 
and academics from across the University with costs towards research travel, hosting visiting academics, and 
collaboration with cultural partners. 

This included funding for one undergraduate Medicine student to travel to India as part of the SMART Health 
pregnancy mental health project (PRAMH), to complete a situational analysis on perinatal mental health in India. 
Through this research visit the student was able to build new collaborative relationships with colleagues on mental 
health in Hyderabad and at the National Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences in Karnataka. The ‘SMART 
Health Pregnancy’ project is an ongoing collaborative University of Oxford project which aims to strengthen 
antenatal and postnatal care delivery for women living in rural India: https://www.india.ox.ac.uk/smart-health-
pregnancy-opportunity-improve-womens-lifelong-health.   

 

Young Lives is a longitudinal study of poverty and 
inequality that has been following the lives of 12,000 

children in Ethiopia, India, Peru and Vietnam since 2001.  
Among its outcomes the study has influenced 

the Indian government’s approach to tackling child 
marriage 

http://www.india.ox.ac.uk/


 

 

Future funding is required for IndOx to: 

• Support basic and administrative costs for the Initiative, including to organise seminars, conferences and 
networking events. 

• Facilitate grant programmes to fund India-focussed research, academic travel, Indian visitors, exchange visits, 
and workshops. 

• Provide financial support for on-course students with an India research focus. 

• Provide student scholarships for prospective Indian graduates. 

 

For further information about the India-Oxford Initiative (IndOx) please contact the Programme Manager, Marwa 
Ahmed at indox@ashmus.ox.ac.uk. 

In 2020, with support from GCRF, grant funding from IndOx facilitated an inter-disciplinary workshop on ‘Heritage 
and enquiry-based learning in urban Primary schools in India’ in Oxford and subsequent follow-on funding 
enabled a follow-up workshop in India.  

The Oxford-based workshop brought together a diverse group of participants, including from the Ashmolean 
museum, Bodleian library, departments of education, geography, history, and international development, and 
others including authors and collaborators from the University of Calcutta. The significant preparation for the 
workshop included work with primary school teachers in Kolkata, providing video recorded responses to the 
question of how – if at all – primary school teachers engage with local cultural heritage in their teaching. 

The two-day India-based workshop sought to take forward this work through close collaboration with India-based 
partners, bringing together international contributors from multiple disciplines – including academics, teachers, 
NGO and SME partners. The contributors brought significant recent experiences and expertise, and this workshop 
created opportunities to think creatively across multiple projects and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
order to address crosscutting themes of heritage (tangible and intangible) and education (including curriculum and 
teacher professional development) to realise the significant potential of urban heritage as a stimulus for rich and 
engaging curriculum development. 

 

The India-Oxford (IndOx) Initiative  
www.india.ox.ac.uk 
 

Department of Eastern Art, Ashmolean Museum of Art and Archaeology, University of Oxford 

Beaumont Street, Oxford, England OX1 2PH 

E: indox@ashmus.ox.ac.uk | T: +44(0)1865278071 
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APPENDIX 1: INDOX STRATEGY BOARD MEMBER PROFILES 

IndOx is participatory in nature, inviting engagement from across the University, and the Initiative is led by 

the Strategy Board, which has a representation from all Divisions, as well as from some key colleges that 

have centres of research on India, Central University Administration, and students. 

A sub-committee of the Strategy Board, the Executive Board, focuses on the implementation of the 

decisions taken by the Strategy Board and guiding the work of the Programme Manager.  

 

Professor Mallica Kumbera Landrus 

IndOx Initiative Chair, Member of IndOx Executive Board  

Mallica Kumbera Landrus is Keeper (Head) of the Eastern Art Department in the 
Ashmolean Museum, a Fellow of St Cross College, and an Associate Professor of 
the history of Indian art. 

She represents the Gardens, Libraries and Museums (GLAM) Division on the 
strategy Board. 

 

 

Professor Nandini Gooptu  

Chair of IndOx Strategy Board, Member of IndOx Executive Board 

Nandini Gooptu is an Associate Professor of South Asian Studies at the Oxford 
Department for International Development and Fellow of St Antony's College. 

Nandini serves as a representative for the Social Sciences Division on the 
Strategy Board. 

 

 

Professor Ankhi Mukherjee 

Member of IndOx Executive Board 

Ankhi is a Professor of English and World Literatures in the Faculty of English 
and a Fellow at Wadham College, Oxford. 

She represents the Humanities Division on the Strategy Board. 

 

 

Professor Arjune Sen 

Member of IndOx Executive Board 

Arjune Sen is Associate Professor in the Nuffield Department of Clinical 
Neurosciences and a Consultant Neurologist at the John Radcliffe Hospital. He is 
also an NIHR BRC Senior Research Fellow in Epileptology and is Head of the 
Oxford Epilepsy Research Group. 

He acts as a representative for the Medical Sciences Division on the Strategy 
Board 

 

 

Dr Nishant Kumar 

Member of IndOx Executive Board 

Nishant Kumar is an Early Career Research Fellow jointly based at the Edward 
Grey Institute, Department of Biology, University of Oxford, and the Wildlife 
Institute of India (WII). 

He represents the Mathematics, Physical and Life Sciences (MPLS) Division on 
the Strategy Board 

 

 

Dr Ankita Pandey 

Ankita Pandey is a Departmental Lecturer for the Contemporary South Asian 
Studies Programme at the Oxford School of Global and Area Studies, University 
of Oxford. 

She acts as a representative for the Social Sciences Division on the Strategy 
Board 

 



  

Dr Simon Glenn 

Simon Glenn is a Research Fellow at the Ashmolean Museum, working on the 
OXUS-INDUS research project. 

Simon represents the Gardens, Libraries and Museums (GLAM) Division on the 
strategy Board. 

  

 

Dr Anwesha Roy 

Anwesha Roy is a Departmental Lecturer in Indian History and Culture at the 
Faculty of Asian and Middle Eastern Studies. She also teaches courses for the 
Modern South Asian Studies (MSAS) at the Oxford School of Global and Area 
Studies. 

She represents the Humanities Division on the Strategy Board. 

 

 

Dr Samantha Vanderslott 

Samantha Vanderslott leads the Vaccines and Society Unit (VAS), hosted by the 
Oxford Vaccine Group at the University of Oxford. She is a health sociologist 
and Associate Professor working on topics at the intersection of health and 
society. 

She represents the Medical Sciences Division on the Strategy Board. 

 

  

Professor Radhika Khosla 

Radhika Khosla is the Research Director of the Oxford India Centre for 
Sustainable Development, a Research Fellow at Somerville College, and an 
Associate Professor at the Smith School of Enterprise and Environment, School 
of Geography and the Environment. 

She acts as a representative for the Colleges on the Strategy Board 

 

 

Andrew Brown 

Andrew Brown is Senior International Officer in the University of Oxford's 
International Engagement Office.  

He is an ex-officio member and represents the Central University Administration 
on the Strategy Board. 

 

 

Srusti Palakshappa  

Srusti Palakshappa is an undergraduate student reading Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology at Somerville College and is currently the President of the 
Oxford India Society (OIS). 

She serves as the student representative on the Strategy Board. 

 

 

Marwa Ahmed 

Marwa is the Programme Manager for the India-Oxford Initiative. Working 
closely with the Strategy Board, she is responsible for managing IndOx activities, 
and facilitating its sustained growth.  

Marwa is an ex-officio member and acts as the main point of contact for the 
Initiative. 

 

 

 



APPENDIX 2: THE FIVE DIVISIONS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD 

The University of Oxford has four academic divisions: Medical Sciences; Mathematical, Physical and Life 
Sciences; Social Sciences and Humanities. A fifth division encompasses the University’s Gardens, Libraries 
and Museums. All five divisions are equally represented in all the activities and committees of the India-
Oxford Initiative. 

 

Medical Sciences 

The Medical Sciences Division’s 2,000 researchers cover a wide range of research, from atomic-resolution 
molecular structural biology to epidemiology as applied to very large populations. The division provides a 
stimulating environment for nearly 1,800 talented graduate students with excellent new facilities and close 
personal supervision by world-class researchers. 

Mathematical, Physical and Life Sciences (MPLS) 

The MPLS Division is home to some of the most creative and innovative scientific thinkers and leaders. 
The division’s ten departments span the full spectrum of the mathematical, computational, physical, 
engineering, and life sciences, and undertake both fundamental research and cutting-edge applied work. 

Social Sciences  

The Social Sciences Division comprises the largest grouping of social sciences in the UK, tackling some of 
the major challenges facing humanity in the 21st century. Oxford’s Social Sciences departments are 
committed to research that develops a greater understanding of all aspects of our complex society, 
including environmental change.  

Humanities 

Oxford is at the forefront of research in the humanities internationally, attracting outstanding students, 
academics and researchers from across the globe. The Humanities Division comprises around a third of 
the University’s community of staff and students, offering taught graduate and research degrees in a wide 
range of subjects. 

Gardens, Libraries, and Museums (GLAM) 

The Gardens, Libraries and Museums of the University of Oxford contain some of the world's most 
significant collections. While they provide important places of scholarly enquiry, for the public, they also 
represent the front door to the wealth of knowledge and research curated and generated at the University 
welcoming over 3 million visitors each year. 

 


